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Feb. 28: The Salvadoran National Workers Union (UNTS) endorsed Democratic Convergence
(CD) candidates in the March 10 elections for national deputies and municipal officials. UNTS
leader Marco Tulio Lima told reporters, "We need deputies who can defend our interests...and
we recommend that the people defeat ARENA [Nationalist Republican Alliance] by voting
Convergencia." March 4: Defense Minister Gen. Rene Ponce said that the UNTS endorsement for
the Convergence came on orders from the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN).
March 5: Jaime Romero Ventura, president of the Central Election Council (CCE), told reporters
that the army has suspended obligatory military recruitment through March 15. Next, Romero
denied statements on election-related violence by Organization of American States (OAS) Secretary
General Joao Baena Soares in a report submitted to the OAS Permanent Council. Baena Soares told
the council that "acts of violence and intimidation" in El Salvador may obstruct the electoral process.
Romero asserted that the report contains "imprecise facts and exaggerated situations." March
6: Christian Democrat Party (PDC) and Nationalist Democratic Union (UDN) leaders requested
that the Central Election Council and the national legislature permit Salvadorans who have not
yet received voting registration cards to participate in the elections. The request was supported
by the Democratic Convergence, the Democratic Action Party (AD) and the OAS. UDN member
Eduardo Calles said that of 2.56 million eligible voters, 410,000 lack registration cards. In a Radio
Venceremos broadcast, the FMLN encouraged Salvadorans to vote in Sunday's elections. The Frente
denounced recent acts of violence described as "part of a huge electoral fraud orchestrated by the
Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) and carried out by the armed forces." FMLN commander
Shafick Handal told reporters that Salvadorans should vote with their interests in mind to effect
a "clear victory of these ideas and proposals in the elections." March 7: In a Radio Farabundo
Marti broadcast, the FMLN asserted that, contrary to government statements, the rebels are not
participating in the elections: "We share a common perspective with the opposition parties, but
we are not represented by them." Next, the FMLN reported that the army had launched a series
of counterinsurgency operations in regions under rebel control. COPREFA responded to the radio
report by asserting that current military operations, and patrols on the nation's highways were part
of an effort to "guarantee the security of citizens during the elections." Next, the Central Elections
Council announced its support of the military operations. [Basic data from AFP, 02/28/91, 03/05/91;
ACAN-EFE, 03/05- 07/91; 03/04/91 report by El Rescate human rights department (Chicago, Ill.)]
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